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LEGISLATURE OF MISSOURI, 

For the speedy location and construction of the Cumberland Road to 
the City of Jefferson. 

February 19, 1829—Referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals, and ordered to be 
printed. 

To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States, in 
Congress assembled. 

The General Assembly of the State of Missouri, considering that the peo¬ 
ple of this State are greatly interested in the speedy lpcation and construc¬ 
tion of the Cumberland Road to the City of Jefferson, assume the liberty to 
present for the consideration of Congress, the propriety of providing, by 
iaw, for the immediate location of that Road, throughout its whole extent; 
and to earnestly recommend the policy of speedily opening, graduating, and 
so improving the same by bridges and causeways, as to facilitate the passage 
over the most difficult streams and swamps. This General Assembly are 
well aware that the amount already excended in the construction of this 
road from the point of its commencement at Cumberland, has been great, 
and perhaps considerably exceeding the amount of the two per centum fund 
heretofore arising from the proceeds of the sales of public lands in the west¬ 
ern States, and appropriated to that object by the General Government. 
Yet it must be obvious to the Congress of the United States, that, consider¬ 
ing the great distance all parts of this improvement are from the 1 imit s of this 
State, (to the Capitol of which it is destined ultimately to reach,) the con¬ 
veniences now arising from it are too remote to be sensibly .felt, or even to 

'operate, except in a slightly collateral way, on its citizens. And considering 
the time already elapsed since the commencement of that great object of in¬ 
ternal improvement, and the progress heretofore made towards its accom¬ 
plishment, it appears evident to your memorialists, that no person of the 
present generation will experience the benefits resulting from it, nor wit¬ 
ness its completion in accordance with the original plan and patriotic inten¬ 
tion of the General Government. Such being the real condition of the 
citizens of this State in relation to the advantages resulting from the expen¬ 
diture already made from the general fund (of which they have furnished a 
liberal share,) towards the construction of this road; and as this General As¬ 
sembly entertain the opinion, in conformity with the reasons hereinafter ex¬ 
pressed, that even a specific appropriation from the national treasury to 
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immediately effect the incipient measures contemplated by the memorial, 
would be both beneficial to the citizens of this State, and tend to an aug¬ 
mentation of the national revenue and the national wealth of the Union; 
they cherish the hope that their reasonable request in this behalf may re¬ 
ceive the ready assent of the General Government. In accordance with 
what has been observed, your memorialists would further remark, that if the 
plan herein before suggested, be adopted, a most excellent road at an expense 
comparatively small, may be speedily constructed; and the Government 
oan afterwards proceed to cause it to be paved in the way now pursued. 
With much confidence can this view be relied on in speaking of the course 
of this road through the States of Illinois and Missouri. The country is 
generally level, and well adapted to the construction of good roads, (at least 
for ordinary purposes,) without incurring the expense of paving. In both of 
the States mentioned, the Cumberland road will pass through much of the 
public lands of the United States. The location and clearing out of this 
road, in the manner proposed, would immediately enhance the value of 
much of the public domain, in a very considerable degree; so that in a finan¬ 
cial point of view, the Government would probably lose nothing by the 
disbursement of a sum sufficient to effect the object desired. The General 
Assembly relying on the faith of the General Government, cannot doubt but 
that some provision will be made for the accomplishing an object of so much 
importance to this State, to the people of the West, and to the whole Union; 
and confidently expect, that the subject herein presented, will receive that 
consideration which its great interest demands. 

JOHN THORNTON, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

DANIEL DUNKLIN, 
President of the Senate.. 

Approved; January 22d, 1829. 
JOHN MILLER. 

Secretary’s Office, 
City of Jefferson, January 28th, 1829.. 

I, Priestley H. McBride, Secretary of State of the State of Missouri, do 
hereby certify, that the foregoing memorial to Congress, on the subject of 
the Cumberland road, is truly transcribed from the original roll. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and affixed the seal of 
my office, the day and date above written. 

P. H. McBRIDE, 
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